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“THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN ALCOHOL AND DRUG INTERAGENCY STRATEGY 2018–2022” 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Mental Health) [12.02 pm]: I am pleased to confirm that the state 
government released “The Western Australian Alcohol and Drug Interagency Strategy 2018–2022” on 29 January 2019. 
This strategy reaffirms the state government’s commitment to addressing issues associated with alcohol and other 
drug use in Western Australia. The strategy adopts an across-government approach in addressing alcohol and other 
drug-related harms, and has been developed by the Western Australian Drug and Alcohol Strategic Senior Officers’ 
Group, chaired by the Mental Health Commission, in consultation with the community, stakeholders and peak bodies. 
The strategy builds on previous achievements and provides a guide for government and non-government 
organisations and the community in addressing the adverse impacts of alcohol and other drug-related problems in 
Western Australia. It intends to drive collective action through the collaboration and coordination of efforts across 
government. It is aligned to key national and state policies and strategies to ensure consistency and complementary 
action. This includes, but is not limited to, the “National Drug Strategy 2017–2026” framework of supply, demand 
and harm reduction; the “Western Australian Mental Health, Alcohol and Other Drug Services Plan 2015–2025”; 
and the “Methamphetamine Action Plan”. 
The strategy targets all Western Australians. However, evidence demonstrates that some drugs and population 
groups require a particular focus as they are associated with more harm and higher levels of alcohol and other drug 
use. These include alcohol; cannabis; amphetamine-type stimulants including methamphetamines; heroin and 
other opioids; Aboriginal people and communities; children and young people; people with co-occurring problems; 
people in rural and remotes areas including fly in, fly out and drive in, drive-out workers; families, including 
alcohol and other drug–using parents and significant others; and those interacting with the justice and corrections 
systems. It is through the continued and combined efforts of government and non-government organisations as 
well as the wider community that the adverse impacts of alcohol and other drugs in Western Australia can be 
reduced and prevented. 
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